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OCA San Mateo County Chapter

Embracing the hopes and aspirations of Chinese and Asian Pacific Americans

San Mateo County Chapter P.O. Box 218 San Mateo, CA 94401

(650) 533-3065 www.ocasanmateo.org
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Greetiilngnsoul d | i ke to thank Mel odi g Le
strong | eadership on core issues apnd
ing our chapter active and engaged]
ued support.

Our Holiday Party at Poplar Creek Jnd
W food Palace were festive and provigded
J‘friends and reconnect with old acquai

Dr. David Chai recéheady cempgirye®CRhbds

Speak & Lead Progr am. He and | van| Te
City Recreation Center once again this year. We
gram, but more importantly his commitment to |the
hi m. He and his wife, Audrey, relocated and |he
Thank you David! Your | ast graduating class |was
Al ong with JACL, we recently awarded schol ar ghip
seniors. Food from Crouching Tiger, Redwood |Cit

from Brad Okamoto on his path to a successful

Our next chapter event wil/ be the summer pidnic
esford Park is a beautiful | ocation for our 4gnnu
2720 Al ameda de | as Pulgas, itbés home to the |cit
Mat eo Garden Center. ltos a peTffeast .pl aWed rtef hyaa
vide the picnic faire, but weobclri osobksn? @y @ah gle bt
invol ved. Or, just come to the picnic and enjoy
and school starts again

Congratulations again to the Speak & Lead winner
and hope they enjoy their summer with friends an

Chris Bush
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SMOCA Welcomes 2017 with Lunar Year Dinner Gala

By I ntern Emily Xu
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Once all t he gu = ¥

San Mateo OCA PresiGuenstt s Omirngsl e as they wai't
Bush began her opening speech,

recogni zing important guests and wishing ever
After Bushodés speech, the dishes began to arri
Nut Prawns, Chow Mein, and Chow Fan were onl

ety was also present. Guests had the option of choosing sprite, ginger ale, coke, tea, and/or water
as their choice of beverage.

Overall, the atmosphere waé
conversed about a variety ©p
Topics included but were nbp
jobs, programs, and what pe¢g
= | n response to this event,
Chow said, fAWe had a great
Wi Food was plentiful and del
tion to celebrate our cultyp

Director David Chai and hi
fReally enjoyed WYWerneedvee
cruit more young people to
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Right to left: Raymond fiTonéd.s DaViwh Chaigr eAatlr €yo br i ng
Chai, Aimee Yan andcBinflhegc€howespecially after
Counci l Member Jeff Gee cop
di nner gives us a chance to start the
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OCA San Mateo closes year with holiday party

By Intern Julia Qiao

The OCA San Mateo Chapter held its annual hol i dé

Gri |l The |lively party featured many speakefs,
Located near Coyote Ploin
a great scenery to colmpl
guests got settled an|d d
members mingled and rjlead
nese American contribfuti
tinental Rail road durl]ing
Among the guests were| fo
Redwood City, Jeffrey| Ge
President of OCA Sacrlame
who gave a brief talk| ab
has done, as well as Jupc
Guest speaker Connie [Yun
wekhown writer, histol|ria
gave an impassioned tlal k
work of Chinese Amerifcan
famed Transcontinent all R
With her panels of inffor

scribed her battle in telling the Chinese Ameri c

As she recounted the countless hardships and| sa

that there still i1s a | ot more work to be dope i

2014 when the United States Department of Lapor

the Labor Hall of Honor, something that Ms. u

was i nstrument al in | ea ¢ | k

by reminding the audien I ar

Americans have gone th

recognized, wurging the em-

selves be silenced n d or

their rights

Continuing Ms. Yuds mes

Chinese American rights -

dent, Dr. David Chai to

cussed his program, the

Speak and Lead with Pri

the work of his organiz Wi

in the Asian American community in San Mateo

County high school s.

He again emphasized the i mportance of empowef i ng¢

out and | ead with conviction and pride. The egver

Mat eo Chapter President Melodie Lew.
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SMOCA ends year with its 29th Annual
Gala and Fundraiser

By Intern Emily Xu
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SMOCA ends year with its 29th Annual Gala and
Fundraiser (continued)
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San Mateo -Foster City Board member Audrey

Ng speaks about minority representation
By I ntern Julia Qiao
San M#&tbted er City School District Board of T us"
woul d seek an el ected position. She was happy wi
serving i AT etahceh ePrarPesnstoci ati on (PTA) . But as t|lhe
ing with overcrowding in the schools, she knpkw
I ni tially, Ng was reluctant to run for a pos| ti
serving as an elected official. I n fact, shel|tr
someone pushed her to run, Ng started to conpid
the idea.
ANo one would ste s a
Five and a half vy er
an elected offici h
spective in |ife.
NfAs a trustee, Vyo w h
says. AA |l ot of ti
particular school
they want to save. p
grams for el ement p
grams support all i s
will help all the
room, your own | r
tive. o0
Whil e Ng joined the f
dressing overcrowdi S
had another purpose C
as an Asian America e
connect with the [ a
model for the young
service.
AnPart of it is that people can come and talk]to
because they ffeel |l i ke I can understand, 0o shp e
cause they feel |l i ke they can identify with me,
being visible and showing people that, yes, y O U
To Ng, the |l ack of minorities serving as el efpte
must stildl be done She notes that the |l ack pf
generations to pursue those career options, 2 S p
AA | ot of times, Asian Americans, or any othepgr
Ng says. Altés not something we see, you | ook a
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Board member Audrey Ng speaks about
representation (continued)

Alf you dondt see an Asi 4
you dondt even think of I
ceive of doing it. | remeg
coll ege, [and] she was s@4
she could even become a p
t hought that was a job op
called a postman Back in
|l i ceman, now itds police
fighter. She just didnot
her . 0O
She warns that wuntil the
t hese ol e models in ele
tinue o believe that the
AMaybe they are not consg¢g
but it does i mpact your |
you arenodt seeing certainm
up there elected, you ar ¢
AOh | can do that. 00
She urges more minoritiets
'tions, especially when | ¢
amount of minorities in ¢
Areads demographic.
Ailn our area, we have the capacity to el ect mo
because of our population, o Ng says. fACalifof
ties. Il n other places, it might be harder. o
However, she notes that it can be hard for pkEg
in politics Ng-ti merael A, Mwokks Partor mance A
says that the first step to better representh
gress to higher | evels of government
AfiTake smaller steps to move on, 0 she says. fnPBe
elected positions, there are various groups
can volunteer and get iIinvolved That way, yol
She points to various volunteer positions wi
Commi ttee and Overview Expenditures Committecp
Ultimately, she encourages people to just #AbeE
others being mistreated, find ways to help. Y o u
either help them or give them courage to appf
Al think we al/l have a voice, and we can do
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Speak and Lead ends on a strong note

By I ntern Emily Xu

On March 16th, San Mateo OCA hosted its a
Speech Contest Celebration at the San Mat
from Aragon High School del i vering the wi
This year, the selUncitteedd tSopaitce swa ss: afi Tchoeu n t
t hroughout her history, I mmi grants from c
Il s the current targeting erfajiommitg/roarotasa tfigrig
portation of certdaifrf egrecup d roofm g enceWhpate vliod
terehfect might this exclusion have on our
day ?o0

Speak and Lwadki pragseam sponsored by the
hel p high school students of Asian descen
are accepted into the program, they are s
Chai, and the other | ed by Ivan Temes. Ev
the Foster City Recreation Center for two
il cs to their respective cl asses They rec
and classmates in additional to a weekly
of the program, third party judges then s
each cl ass.-fiThalsiestsemi hen proceed to the
ses merge and same speeches would be judg
students, and new judges.




