San Mateo OCA 2020 Scholarship Instructions

Applicants need to complete only one application to compete for all scholarships in our program.  Last year we awarded nine scholarships and this coming year, we anticipate awarding at least 7 scholarships of $1,000 each.  We also have a Lew Family Memorial Scholarship to be awarded to a student who plans to enroll in a public policy major (field is open) for $2,000, and a May Lew Memorial Scholarship to be awarded to a financially disadvantaged 1st or 2nd generation Asian American student who identifies as female, and who exemplifies unselfish traits of giving back to her community beyond what is asked of high school students.  .  This is a total of at least nine scholarships we will award in 2020.
Applicants must meet the following criteria:

· Identify as Asian Pacific American;

· Intend to enroll in a college or university in the fall of 2020;

· Attend the Scholarship Awards Ceremony on Sunday at noon, 03 May 2020 in San Mateo.

If any of these conditions are not met, or if any part of the application is incomplete or any required documents are not submitted by the deadline (postmarked -- by USPS [not a personal or business postal meter machine], by Friday, the 13 March), the application will be disqualified.  Applicants not attending college in the fall 2020 will also be disqualified and the award will be withdrawn.  Scholarships will be deposited with the Registrar of the selected college or university.

The following criteria will be utilized in selecting the successful applicants:

· Financial need;*

· Community service and volunteerism;

· Declaring a major in public policy (field open);
· Leadership and creativity;

· SAT scores and/or GPA.

*While financial need is a consideration for most scholarships, at least 1 scholarship will be awarded without any consideration of financial need.  It will be awarded strictly on the basis of overall merit (e.g., SAT scores, GPA, honors, leadership, activities and achievements, community service, and essay question answers). Another one will be awarded strictly on the basis of community service (e.g., volunteer activities, activism, and leadership in community service activities).  One will be awarded on the basis of interest in and commitment to a major in public policy.  Of course, good grades will also be important in all categories.
